
High Art in the 
Low Countries

BRUSSELS – BRUGES – ANTWERP – AMSTERDAM

with John McDonald  

15 – 26 January 2015 (12 days)

TRAVEL WITH FRIENDS IN 2015

Fall of Icarus, Pieter Bruegel the Elder
c.1558 – oil on wood, 29 x 44 in
Musees Royaux des Beaux-Arts
Brussels, Belgium (detail).

Pay Early & 

save
 5%*



TOUR LEADER

John McDonald is best known 

as the art critic of the Sydney 

Morning Herald. He is a 

former Head of Australian 

Art at the National Gallery 

of Australia, a busy lecturer 

and author of several books, 

most notably, Art of Australia: 

From Exploration to Federation, 

the fi rst in a projected three-

volume history of Australian 

art. John has a longstanding 

interest in China, which he 

has been visiting since 1989. 

Thanks to the Dutch Golden Age and a legacy of royal philanthropy, Holland and 

Belgium are renowned for their extraordinary heritage of great art, architecture 

and design – both old and new. 

Enjoy a winter arts break in the great cultural centres of Brussels, Ghent, Bruges, 

Antwerp, The Hague, Haarlem and Amsterdam which house some of Europe’s 

fi nest collections of old masters, impressionists, modern and contemporary art.

In addition to magnifi cent art collections, you will also enjoy the relaxed pace, 

long history, rich architecture, great cuisine and much admired lifestyle of these 

charming, smaller, sophisticated European cities.

High Art in the Low Countries
BRUSSELS – BRUGES – ANTWERP – AMSTERDAM 

At a glance
• Enjoy leisurely stays in the major cities of Brussels, Bruges, Antwerp and Amsterdam

• Also visit the richly endowed smaller cities of Ghent, Otterlo, Haarlem and The Hague

• Rediscover the recently re-opened Rijksmuseum, Stedelijk and Van Gogh museums in 

Amsterdam and the Mauritshuis in The Hague

Map is a guide only

LAND

Brussels

Antwerp

Amsterdam

The Hague

Ghent

Haarlem

Otterlo

BELGIUM

NETHERLANDS

GERMANY

FRANCE
LUXEMBOURG

UNITED KINGDOM

Bruges

*Save 5% when you book and pay in full by 29 August! 



The Ghent Altarpiece, Adoration of the Lamb (detail), c. 1425-29 Richard Jackson ‘The Laundry Room’ (death of marat) installation at S.M.A.K.

Wed 14 Jan 2015 Departure Australia 

Suggested departure from Australia on Qantas/Emirates fl ights to 

Brussels (via Dubai). 

Thu 15 Jan Arrive Brussels

Early afternoon arrival in Brussels and transfer to your hotel. 

Afternoon walking tour of the historic centre of Brussels, including 

the beautiful UNESCO-listed Grand Place with its ornate Baroque 

and Gothic guild houses, as well as guildhalls and churches. 

This evening join John McDonald and fellow travellers for a 

welcome dinner at the hotel.  D

Fri 16 Jan  Brussels

Today explore the Royal Museums of Fine Arts of Belgium. The 

museums’ collections trace the history of the visual arts – painting, 

sculpture and drawing – from the 15th to the 21st centuries. In 

the main building, the museums of Ancient & Modern Art possess 

enormous collections. Major artists, such as Robert Campin, 

Rogier van der Weyden, Hugo van der Goes, Dirk Bouts and 

Hans Memling are well represented. An entire room is devoted 

exclusively to Peter Brueghel the Elder’s work, including his 

Landscape with the Fall of Icarus. Iconic Flemish artist Peter Paul 

Rubens and his disciple, Anthony van Dyck, have an impressive 

presence. 

After a break for lunch, visit the Magritte Collection, housed in the 

fi ve-level neo-classical Hotel Altenloh and dedicated to the world 

of the Belgian surrealist artist René Magritte. 

This evening enjoy a performance of the National Orchestra of 

Belgium at the Bozar – the Centre for Fine Arts.  B  

Sat 17 Jan  Brussels – Ghent – Bruges 

Today travel from Brussels to Bruges via the city of Ghent and its 

still intact medieval historical centre. Begin with a short walking tour 

of the city centre, taking in the 13th- to 15th-century Church of St 

Nicholas, one of the most beautiful examples of the Scheldt Gothic 

style – an impressive mixture of Romanesque and Flemish styles. 

Visit the Cathedral of St Bavo, where you will fi nd the famous 

altarpiece De Aanbidding van het Lams God, better known as The 

Adoration of the Mystic Lamb. Painted in 1432 by Flemish artist Jan 

Van Eyck, this series of paintings comprises no less than 20 panels, 

representing a rather glorifi ed version of the death of Christ. 

Following lunch at a local restaurant, visit Ghent Museum of Fine 

Arts with its outstanding collection of Flemish Art.  

Late afternoon arrival in Bruges.  B  L

Sun 18 Jan Bruges 

Discorver the historic centre of Bruges, the largest city of the 

province of West Flanders, once a manufacturing and trading centre 

and see theMichelangelo Madonna at the Church of Our Lady. 

Visit the Hans Memling Museum, housed in the medieval hospital, 

followed by a tour of the Groeninge Museum with its impressive 

collection of works by van Eyck. Dinner at a local restaurant.  B  D

Mon 19 Jan  Bruges – Antwerp

Morning at leisure. After lunch travel to Antwerp. Located on 

the banks of the river Scheldt and once Europe’s largest port, it 

is renowned as being the diamond capital of the world. Arrive in 

time for an afternoon walking tour followed by dinner at a local 

restaurant.  B  D

Tue 20 Jan  Antwerp 

Begin the day with a visit to the towering Cathedral of Our Lady, 

a masterpiece of Gothic architecture and the largest church in the 

Benelux, sheltering four magnifi cent Rubens altarpieces. Continue 

to Rubens’ house, which not only houses some of the painter’s 

greatest works but also gives an insight into the lifestyle of high class 

society in the 17th century. Rubens and his family lived in this palatial 

setting for well over 25 years and it is here that the artist created 

most of his work. 

This afternoon, visit the Mayer van den Bergh museum and the 

Museum of Contemporary Art. Evening at leisure.  B

Itinerary



Amsterdam canalsKroner-Muller Museum, Otterlo

Wed 21 Jan  Antwerp – Amsterdam

Full day leisurely drive to Amsterdam, stopping the charming 

medieval town of Haarlem along the way. Visit the Frans Hals 

Museum which, in addition to the works of the 17th-century portrait 

painter Frans Hals, also houses works by other Dutch masters.   

Early afternoon arrival in Amsterdam. Dinner at a local restaurant.  
B  D

Thu 22 Jan  Amsterdam 

Begin your exploration of Amsterdam with a canal cruise. Admire 

the traditional 17th-century merchants’ houses, pass under 

numerous bridges and observe the daily life of the houseboats along 

the canals. Following the cruise, enjoy a walking tour of the historic 

centre, to fi nish at the world’s only fl oating fl ower market.

After lunch, visit the world-renowned Rijksmuseum which off ers 

a representative overview of Dutch art and history from the 

Middle Ages onwards, and of major aspects of European and Asian 

art. The Rijksmuseum reopened in 2013 following a decade-long 

renovation.  B  L

Evening at leisure. Subject to performance schedules announced 

mid-2014, enjoy an optional concert, opera or ballet at the 

Concertgebouw or Dutch National Theatre (not included in tour 

price; additional cost applies).  B  L

Fri 23 Jan   Amsterdam

Morning tour of the Stedelijk Museum. Amsterdam’s answer to 

MoMA or the Pompidou Centre, this museum of modern and 

contemporary art re-opened in 2012 after an eight-year renovation 

and extension. 

This afternoon, discover the Van Gogh Museum, featuring the 

world’s largest collection of works by Vincent van Gogh (1853–1890) 

and his contemporaries.  B

Sat 24 Jan  Amsterdam  (Otterlo) 

Full day excursion to the town of Otterlo. Visit the Kroner-Muller 

Museum whose centrepieces include the large collection of work by 

Vincent van Gogh and the 25-hectare large sculpture garden, home 

to a unique collection by artists including Auguste Rodin, Henry 

Moore, Barbara Hepworth, Richard Serra and Jean Dubuff et.  

Afternoon return to Amsterdam.  B

Sun 25 Jan Amsterdam  (The Hague) 

Enjoy another full day excursion to The Hague – also known as the 

‘Royal City by the Sea’. Housed in a 17th-century palace overlooking 

the water of the Hofvijver pond is the newly re-opened Royal 

Picture Gallery Mauritshuis. While the museum is fairly small, it 

contains some of the most famous works from the old Dutch 

masters, including Johannes Vermeer (Girl with a Pearl Earring 

and View of Delft), Rembrandt van Rijn (The Anatomy Lesson of 

Dr Nicolaes Tulp) and Andy Warhol (Queen Beatrix). Enjoy a special 

farewell lunch at a local restaurant. 

After lunch, head to the Statenkwartier area of The Hague, located 

between the dunes and the city centre, and modelled in striking 

Art Nouveau style. Visit the Gemeentemuseum, which boasts 

an especially large collection of Mondrians, showcasing the entire 

career of this painter known for his works with red, blue and 

yellow shapes. The Gemeentemuseum also has a large selection 

of paintings from The Hague School, a 19th-century movement 

of landscape artists, in addition to period rooms and collections 

of fashion, musical instruments and decorative arts. Late afternoon 

return to Amsterdam.  B  L

Mon 26 Jan Depart Amsterdam 

Tour arrangements conclude after breakfast. Suggested departure 

on Emirates/Qantas fl ights, via Dubai.  B  



Vincent van Gogh ‘Poppy fi eld’, 1890 – Haags Gemeentemuseum, Hague, Netherlands (detail)

Chaos in Motion, At The Gallery, Antwerp, Oct-Dec 2013 Het Haags Gemeente Museum-Berlage © Roel Wijnants



Tour Prices
Per person twin-share AUD 7,500

Single supplement* AUD 1,250 

Deposit per person AUD 500

Final payment due 14 November 2014

Save 5% when you book and pay in full by 29 August!

*Single travellers may request to share. Please advise at time of booking.

Tour code AG1502

Fitness level Moderate

Please see booking conditions for fi tness level defi nitions.

Suggested airline Emirates/Qantas

Emirates/Qantas has connections from Australia to Brussels 

via Dubai and Amsterdam/Frankfurt

Please contact Renaissance Tours for assistance with airfares 

and fl ight reservations.

Tour price includes
• Accommodation in centrally located 4-star hotels 

with private facilities and daily breakfast ( B )

• Meals as per itinerary ( L  =Lunch, D  =Dinner) 

including wines.

• Transfers on arrival and departure if travelling on 

suggested fl ights

•  Comprehensive sightseeing including entrance fees 

as per itinerary

•  Lectures and talks with your tour leader throughout

•  Gratuities for local guides and drivers

•  Hotel porterage (1 piece per person) 

Tour price does not include
•  International airfares

•  Transfer on arrival and departure if not travelling 

on suggested fl ights

•  Items of a personal nature, including telephone, 

laundry, minibar etc.

•  Airport porterage

•  Travel insurance

Your hotels««««
Brussels – Radisson Blu Royal Hotel  

Bruges – Grand Hotel Casselbergh  

Antwerp – Radisson Astrid Hotel  

Amsterdam – Renaissance Hotel

NB. Hotels of a similar standard may be substituted

Scheherazade by René Magritte c.1950, Brussels, Belgium

Queen Beatrix by Andy Warhol

Piet Mondriaan [1872-1944] Molen; Molen bij zonlicht 1908



Terms & Conditions

HOW TO BOOK
Complete, sign and return the Booking Form available 
from Renaissance Tours with your deposit and page 
one of your passport. 

DEPOSIT / FINAL PAYMENTS
Your deposit is due at the time of booking and is 
used to pay hotel, airline, performance tickets and/
or other deposits. It is non-refundable in the event 
of your cancellation. 

Final payment is due 60 days before departure. 
Failure to make the fi nal payment by the due date 
may result in cancellation of your booking and loss
of deposit.

Payments are accepted in cash and by cheque, 
bank transfer, American Express, Diners Club, 
MasterCard and Visa. A 3% service charge applies 
for payment by American Express and Diners Club.

CANCELLATION & REFUNDS
a) Cancellation by You – Cancellation charges will 
be applied as shown below, calculated from the 
day written notifi cation is received by Renaissance 
Tours. In addition to cancellation fees for tours 
operated by Renaissance Tours as shown below, 
airlines, hotels and other third parties may impose 
up to 100% cancellation charges. 

60 days or more Forfeit of deposit

59 – 45 days 25% of tour cost 

44 – 31 days 50% of tour cost

30 – 15 days 75% of tour cost 

Less than 15 days 100% of tour cost 

The above cancellation charges include applicable GST.

In addition to the above, cancellation charges 
may apply for additional arrangements booked 
by Renaissance Tours, such as air tickets, hotels 
and travel insurance premium. If the reason for 
cancellation is covered by the insurance policy, you 
may be able to reclaim these charges. 

b) Cancellation by Us – We reserve the right to 
cancel a tour for any reason (such as failure to reach 
minimum tour participant numbers). Except for 
force majeure, we will not cancel a tour less than 60 
days before departure. No further compensation 
will be paid in the event of cancellation by 

Renaissance Tours. A full refund of monies paid for 
tour costs will be the full extent of our liability.

Cancellation and/or amendment fees may apply 
for additional travel arrangements booked by 
Renaissance Tours. 

PASSPORTS, VISAS AND VACCINATIONS
All travellers must be in a possession of a valid 
passport – most countries require a 6-month 
validity from your date of entry or exit. For some 
countries (e.g. China, Vietnam, India, Russia), visas 
are included in the tour cost and will be arranged 
by Renaissance Tours prior to travel. For other 
countries, it is your responsibility to ensure you have 
the appropriate visa(s). 

You are also responsible for obtaining all necessary 
inoculations and preventative medicines as may be 
required for the duration of the tour. 

TOUR PRICES
Prices quoted in our tour information are based 
on exchange rates, cost of services and applicable 
taxes at the time of publication. Prices may be 
subject to change in the event of signifi cant currency 
fl uctuations or the introduction of new taxes, up 
until fi nal payment is received. 

In the event of a price increase, whether because 
of a currency fl uctuation, increase in taxes or a 
correction in advertised prices, we will advise 
you and you have the option of accepting the 
amended prices, inclusions and booking conditions 
or withdrawing from the tour and receiving a full 
refund of all monies paid.

Once fi nal payment is received, all prices will be 
guaranteed and no surcharges will apply.

TRAVEL INSURANCE
It is a condition of travel that you are covered by 
comprehensive travel insurance for international 
tours. Your travel insurance can be arranged by 
Renaissance Tours. 

FITNESS AND PARTICIPATION
Most of our tours require a MODERATE level 
of fi tness.

However, in certain destinations (e.g. Silk Road, 
Central Asia, Outback Australia, tropical 
destinations) or in certain seasons (e.g. mid-winter, 

mid-summer) or because of the nature of travel (e.g. 
remote rail), certain tours will require an ABOVE 
AVERAGE or CHALLENGING level of fi tness.

If you (or we) have any doubts about your level 
of fi tness, you may be required to have a doctor’s 
appraisal. This would require your doctor to read 
the itinerary of your chosen tour, including the 
fi tness level, and provide you (and us) with a written 
confi rmation of your ability to participate.

MODERATE
For the overall benefi t of the group, all tour 
members must possess a moderate level of mobility, 
including the ability to:

•  negotiate airports and railway stations without 
wheelchair assistance

•  use combined shower/bath facilities (it is 
impossible to guarantee walk-in shower facilities)

•  undertake walking tour of 1–2 hours duration, 
including using stairs, walking over cobblestones 
and other uneven surfaces

•  stand for long periods in museums and 
other sites

•  embark / disembark coaches, trains and other 
methods of transportation without assistance

•  handle your own luggage

ABOVE AVERAGE
In addition to the above, tour members must also 
be able to:

• undertake walking tours of 2–3 hours

• climb staircases of 100 or more steps

CHALLENGING
In addition to the above, tour members must also 
be able to:

•  handle extremes of temperature (e.g. below 0  
or above 35 degrees)

•  handle extremes of altitudes (e.g. 4000 metres 
and above).

You can fi nd the full terms & conditions on the 
Renaissance Tours booking form. 
They can also be found at 
www.renaissancetours.com.au/booking-conditions 
or we would be happy to post you a copy on request.

Rubens House, AntwerpAtomium, Belgium



Den Haag, Stadhouderslaan, gemeentemuseum. Kunstwerk “Large locking piece” van Henry Moore. The Hague: The Netherlands

Brochure eff ective 25 July 2014

Your travel agent is

toll free 1300 727 095 (AU)

toll free 0800 403 621 (NZ)

call (02) 9299 5801

fax (02) 9299 5805

email info@renaissancetours.com.au

visit www.renaissancetours.com.au

Level 4, 47 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000

GPO Box 5068, Sydney NSW 2001

ABN 14 069 591 448 Lic. 2TA4526

TRAVEL WITH FRIENDS IN 2015
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