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TRAVEL WITH FRIENDS IN 2015



TOUR LEADER

Liz Gibson is a former 

Senior Coordinator of Public 

Programs at Art Gallery of 

NSW. Liz lectures on broad 

ranging aspects of art history 

and art appreciation. She is an 

experienced tour leader having 

led many Art Gallery Society 

tours to Russia and Germany, 

as well as the Baltic States, 

Czech Republic, Slovakia, 

Poland, Slovenia, Croatia, 

Romania, Bulgaria and Central 

Asia. Liz’s tours take you on an 

informative yet relaxed journey 

of adventure and discovery. 

Explore the heart of Eastern Europe and the former Imperial cities 

of Budapest, Kraków, Warsaw and Berlin, all remarkably restored and 

revitalized. Enjoy the magnifi cent 19th century architecture of grand 

Budapest, a dual-capital of the old Habsburg Empire. Travel to enchanting 

Kraków, the medieval capital of the Polish Kingdom, and discover a treasure 

trove of art and architecture. Continue to surprising Warsaw, capital of the 

Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth and today’s vibrant capital of the Polish 

Republic. Conclude in dynamic Berlin, once centre of Prussian Imperial might, 

now the cutting edge capital of the new Germany, with a rich legacy of 

museums, galleries and concert halls.  

Imperial Cities of Eastern Europe
BUDAPEST – WARSAW – KRAKÓW – BERLIN

POLANDGERMANY

HUNGARY

SLOVAKIA

CZECH REPUBLIC

AUSTRIA

Map is a guide only

Land

At a glance…

•  Explore Budapest, majestically straddling the mighty Danube River

•  Visit Kraków, home to many of Poland’s historic treasures

•  Discover the artistic heritage of Warsaw, the Imperial Capital

•  Take an in-depth look at Berlin, the new cultural capital of Europe

Poznan
Berlin

Warsow

Kraków

Budapest

Levoča



Wed 12 August 2015 Depart Australia

Suggested departure from Australia on Qantas/Emirates fl ights to 

Budapest via Dubai

Overnight in fl ight. 

Thu 13 Aug Budapest

Early afternoon arrival in Budapest and check-in to your hotel. 

This evening join Liz and fellow travellers for a welcome briefi ng, 

followed by dinner.  D

Fri 14 Aug Budapest

Following a morning talk begin your exploration of Budapest with a 

drive to Heroes Square and the national monument commemorating 

the arrival of Hungarians in the Carpathian Basin in 896. Followed by 

a visit to the nearby Museum of Fine Arts. With substantial holdings 

of international art, the museum features collections of Egyptian Art, 

Classical Antiquities and Old Master paintings including works by 

Dürer, Cranach, and El Greco.

Afternoon at leisure or you may choose to remain in the museum. B  

Sat 15 Aug Budapest 

Enjoy a full day tour to see more of Budapest. Begin with Buda Hill 

and its Castle district, dominated by the 18th century neo-Baroque 

Royal Palace. Visit the historic Gothic style St Matthias’ Church and 

enjoy spectacular views of the Danube and the Pest side of the 

city from Fisherman’s Bastion. Drive past the Rudas Baths, one of 

the few remnants of 150 years of Turkish occupation, and visit the 

Art Nouveau Gellert Thermal Baths, famous for its natural spring 

waters. Lunch at a local restaurant 

After lunch explore the commercial heart of Budapest, with a tour 

of Pest. Discover Budapest’s majestic buildings, including examples 

of Hungary’s distinctive Art Nouveau style with its colorfully tiled 

domes and turrets, as well as the unique Moorish style of the Jewish 

Synagogue. See the neo-Classical Basilica of St Stephen, named in 

honor of Hungary’s fi rst King (c 975-1038). Visit Hungary’s largest 

building, the imposing late 19th century neo-Gothic National 

Parliament, which contains the Holy Crown of Hungary.  B  L

Sun 16 Aug Budapest

Morning visit to the Ludwig Museum of Contemporary Art, 

housing the Ernst Collection founded by Lajos Ernst in 1912, as 

well as temporary exhibitions of both International and Hungarian 

contemporary art. 

Afternoon at leisure to further explore Budapest. You may choose 

to visit one of the city’s grand buildings including the Museum 

of Applied Arts, the Art Nouveau Museum or the Franz Lizst 

Academy of Music. Perhaps wander through the Central Covered 

Market or simply relax, enjoying coff ee and cake at one of the 

Budapest’s renowned cafes such as the opulent late 19th century 

New York Café.  B  

Mon 17 Aug  Budapest – Levoča

Leaving Budapest, drive north into the Tatra Mountains. Your stop 

for the evening is the town of Levoča with its historic centre, well 

preserved town wall and a Renaissance church with the highest 

wooden altar in the world, carved by Master Paul of Levoča. Dinner 

at a local restaurant.  B  L  D  

Tue 18 Aug Levoča – Kraków 

Morning walking tour of the historic town before continuing the 

drive to Kraków. 

Situated on the Vistula River, Kraków is the second largest and one 

of the oldest cities in Poland. It was the capital of Poland from 1038 

to 1569 and the Polish–Lithuanian Commonwealth from 1569 to 

1596. It is one of Europe’s great historic cities and renowned for its 

impressive medieval architecture.  B  D

Wed 19 Aug Kraków

Following a morning talk begin your exploration with a walking tour 

of the Old Town of Kraków. Begin at the picturesque main Market 

Square, originally laid out in the 13th century, with its Renaissance 

style Cloth Hall, the hub of Kraków trade for over 700 years, and 

the Gothic Town Hall Tower. Visit the imposing Church of St Mary 

and see its famous 15th century wooden altarpiece carved by 

leading Bavarian sculptor, Veit Stoss. Walk to the Barbican, one of 

the remaining elements of Kraków’s medieval Fortifi cation Walls. 

Itinerary

Little Princess statue and Budapest Castle Parliament Building and Chain bridge, Budapest



Visit the Czartoryski Museum and Library and see its acclaimed 

attraction, Leonardo da Vinci’s Lady with an Ermine 1489–90, 

one of only four portraits of women painted by this great artist. 

Remainder of the afternoon at leisure to explore Kraków on 

your own.  B  

Wed 20 Aug Kraków   

Today explore Wawel Royal Castle built at the beginning of the 

16th century for Sigismund I, who reigned in a period of Poland’s 

great cultural awakening. Enjoy the Castle’s extraordinary collection 

of tapestries. Visit Wawel Cathedral (1320-64), where Polish kings 

and queens were crowned, and also buried, for four centuries. 

The beautiful Cathedral’s Sigismund Chapel (1539) is regarded as 

the fi nest Renaissance building in Poland. 

After lunch in a local restaurant visit Kazimierz, the former Jewish 

quarter. Established in 1335 by the great Polish King Kazimierz 

Wielki who appreciated Jewish talents and contribution to the 

country’s development. Kazimierz is surrounded by defensive 

walls and has its own Town Hall. The district was one of the key 

European centres of Jewish religion, learning and culture.  B  L  

Fri 21 Aug Kraków – Warsaw 

Depart Kraków for Warsaw. One of Europe’s youngest capital 

cities, Warsaw became Poland’s capital in the late 16th century. 

Suff ering enormous destruction during WWII, Warsaw’s historic 

centre has been meticulously reconstructed and its elegant 17th 

and 18th century architectural monuments restored. 

After lunch take a walking tour of the Old Town with its Gothic 

churches, defensive walls and fairy tale facades of its tenement 

houses. Visit the superbly rebuilt 17th century Baroque style Royal 

Castle with its splendid interiors. Formerly the offi  cial residence 

of the Polish monarchs, today Warsaw’s Royal castle is a potent 

symbol of Polish national pride. Visit 15th century Gothic style 

Cathedral of St John, walk through Market Square and pass the 

fortifi cation towers of the Barbican. At the New Town Market see 

the house where Marie Curie was born and the Monument to the 

1944 Warsaw Uprising, commemorating the heroes of the historic 

revolt led by the Polish Resistance against the occupation by Nazi 

Germany. This evening enjoy dinner in a local restaurant.  B  D  

Sat 22 Aug Warsaw

This morning visit Poland’s National Museum with its fi ne collection 

of Polish paintings, including the prolifi c 19th century Jan Matejko 

and a fi ne collection of European Old Master paintings.

After lunch drive along the Royal Route, running south from 

the Royal Castle to the former royal summer residence, the 

17th-century Baroque Wilanow Palace. The Route follows 

Krakówskie Przedmiescie, one of Warsaw’s most prestigious 

streets lined with Warsaw’s notable institutions, including the 

Presidential Palace, Warsaw University and Fine Arts Academy. 

Many of the city’s most interesting churches are also located along 

the Royal Route, including 16th century St Anna’s Church. Visit the 

superb 17th century Church of the Holy Cross and its memorial to 

Poland’s greatest composer, Frederic Chopin. See the Monument 

to the great Polish astronomer, Nicolaus Copernicus, by Danish 

neo-classical sculptor, Bertel Thorvaldsen. Continue to Warsaw’s 

largest park, Lazienki Park, with its palaces and gardens.  B

Sun 23 Aug Warsaw

Morning visit to the Museum of Modern Art. Situated in the 

centre of Warsaw, the museum exhibits work by leading Polish 

contemporary artists, as well as holding temporary exhibitions 

of international contemporary art. 

Remainder of day at leisure to enjoy the Old Town and its 

atmospheric central square with open-air cafés and art stalls. 

You may choose to visit the superb Chopin Museum or the moving 

Warsaw Uprising Museum.  B

Mon 24 Aug Warsaw – Poznań – Berlin 

Depart Warsaw for the historic city of Poznań, one of Poland’s 

oldest cities. Continue to Berlin, capital of the Federal Republic 

of Germany.

Arrive at your hotel in the heart of the old East Berlin check-in 

and dinner.  B  L  D

View of Royal Castle, WarsawWawel Castle, Kraków 



Tue 25 Aug Berlin 

Full day exploration of Berlin. Drive along Unter den Linden, lined 

with Imperial buildings including the Berlin State Opera and the 

Humboldt University. Continue along Oranienburger Strasse, 

past the New Synagogue, through the new government district 

dominated by the Reichstag. Drive along Strasse des 17 Juni to 

the Siegessäule (Victory Column) and to Charlottenburg Palace, 

Berlin’s only royal residence from the Hohenzollern period. Drive 

to the infamous 1936 Olympic Stadium and the nearby 1950s 

apartment complex designed by Le Corbusier.

After a break for lunch, drive along Berlin’s elegant shopping 

boulevard, Kurfürstendamm. See the Kaiser-Wilhelm-

Gedächtniskirche memorial church, a potent reminder of the 

destructive forces of war. Drive past Embassy Row, see the 

monument to von Stauff enberg and continue to the sobering 

Holocaust Memorial. Finish at Pariser Platz and Brandenburg Gate.  
B  D

Wed 26 Aug Berlin 

Morning visit to the Gemäldegalerie (Old Masters Paintings), fi rst 

opened in 1830 and home to one of the world’s leading collections 

of European art from the 13th to the 18th centuries. Its collection 

includes masterpieces from artists such as Dürer, Cranach, Raphael, 

Titian, Caravaggio, Rubens, Rembrandt and Vermeer. 

Free time for lunch in Potsdamer Platz, which since the fall of 

the Berlin Wall in 1989 has become a revitalised commercial and 

entertainment hub. After lunch, continue to the Altes Nationalgalerie 

(Old National Gallery) with its outstanding collection of paintings 

by Caspar David Friedrich and work by other prominent 19th and 

20th century German and French artists, including Max Liebermann, 

Manet, Monet, Renoir and Cezanne.  B

Thu 27 Aug Berlin 

Walk to Museum Island, where fi ve major museums – Altes Museum, 

Alte Nationalgalerie, Bode Museum, Neues Museum and Pergamon 

Museum are situated. Enjoy a guided tour of the Pergamon Museum, 

housing a celebrated collection of antiquities assembled by German 

archaeologists during the 18th and 19th centuries.

Remainder of the day to further explore Museum Island, including 

the Neues Museum with its famous exhibit, the bust of Nefertiti; 

the Altes Museum collection of Classical Antiquities and the Bode 

Museum, featuring sculpture from the Byzantine to the Baroque.  B  

Fri 28 Aug Berlin – Potsdam – Berlin

Enjoy a full day tour to the nearby garden city of Potsdam. Here 

you will visit Friedrich the Great’s 18th century Rococo masterpiece 

Sans Souci and the nearby Picture Gallery, the oldest remaining 

imperial gallery in Germany. Visit the Dutch Quarter and see 

the Russian Colony. Return to Berlin via Wannsee and the lovely 

lakeside summer villa of late 19th century German Impressionist 

artist, Max Liebermann.  B  L  

Sat 29 Aug Berlin 

This morning visit the Hamburger Bahnhof, Berlin’s museum for 

contemporary art housed in a former railway station and dedicated 

to art from the second half of the 20th century to today. 

Afternoon visit to the Jewish Museum, exhibiting the social, political 

and cultural history of the Jews in Germany from the 4th century to 

the present. The most recent addition to the museum is the unique 

zig-zag shaped, zinc clad structure designed by Daniel Liebeskind. 

You may prefer to enjoy a free afternoon for last minute shopping 

or just spend time relaxing in this vibrant city.

Tonight celebrate the conclusion of the tour and join Liz Gibson and 

fellow travellers for a special farewell dinner.  B  D

Sun 30 Aug Depart Berlin 

Tour arrangements conclude after breakfast. 

If returning to Australia today, transfer to Berlin Airport for a short 
fl ight to Munich or Copenhagen, connecting with Qantas/Emirates 

fl ights to Australia (via Dubai).  B

Mon 31 Aug Arrive Australia 

Evening arrival in Australia (or early morning on Tuesday 
01 September, depending on destination).

Poznań, Poland Sanssouci Palace, Potsdam



Tour prices
Per person, twin share AUD 8,850

Single supplement* AUD 1,350

Deposit per person AUD 500

Final payment due 12 June 2015 

*Single travellers may request to share. Please advise at time of booking.

Tour code AG1511

Fitness level Above Average

Please see booking conditions for fi tness level defi nitions.

Suggested airline Qantas/Emirates

Competitive airfares are available on Qantas / Emirates 

and other airlines. Please contact Renaissance Tours for 

current fares and bookings.

Tour price includes
• Accommodation in centrally located four star hotels 

with daily breakfast ( B )

• Meals as per itinerary ( L  =Lunch, D  =Dinner) 

Wine with dinners 

• Transfers and sightseeing with local guides, including 

entrance fees as per itinerary, in comfortable 

air-conditioned coaches

• Arrival transfer in Budapest and departure transfer 

in Berlin to suggested fl ights 

• Lectures and talks with your tour leader throughout

• Gratuities for local guides and drivers

• Hotel porterage (1 piece per person)

Tour price does not include
• International airfares

•  Items of a personal nature, including telephone, laundry, 

room service, mini-bar etc.

•  Airport porterage

• Travel insurance

Your hotels «««« and «««««
Budapest – Sofitel Chain Bridge Hotel 

Levoča – Hotel Stela 

Kraków – Radisson Blu

Warsaw – Hotel Bristol 

Berlin – Radisson Blu

NB. Hotels of a similar standard may be substituted

Oberbaumbridge, Berlin

Leonardo da Vinci’s ‘Lady with an Ermine’ (1489–90), Czartoryski Museum

Charlottenburg Palace, Berlin



Terms & Conditions

HOW TO BOOK
Complete, sign and return the Booking Form available 
from Renaissance Tours with your deposit and page 
one of your passport. 

DEPOSIT / FINAL PAYMENTS
Your deposit is due at the time of booking and is 
used to pay hotel, airline, performance tickets and/
or other deposits. It is non-refundable in the event 
of your cancellation. 

Final payment is due 60 days before departure. 
Failure to make the fi nal payment by the due date 
may result in cancellation of your booking and loss
of deposit.

Payments are accepted in cash and by cheque, 
bank transfer, American Express, Diners Club, 
MasterCard and Visa. A 3% service charge applies 
for payment by American Express and Diners Club.

CANCELLATION & REFUNDS
a) Cancellation by You – Cancellation charges will 
be applied as shown below, calculated from the 
day written notifi cation is received by Renaissance 
Tours. In addition to cancellation fees for tours 
operated by Renaissance Tours as shown below, 
airlines, hotels and other third parties may impose 
up to 100% cancellation charges. 

60 days or more Forfeit of deposit

59 – 45 days 25% of tour cost 

44 – 31 days 50% of tour cost

30 – 15 days 75% of tour cost 

Less than 15 days 100% of tour cost 

The above cancellation charges include applicable GST.

In addition to the above, cancellation charges 
may apply for additional arrangements booked 
by Renaissance Tours, such as air tickets, hotels 
and travel insurance premium. If the reason for 
cancellation is covered by the insurance policy, you 
may be able to reclaim these charges. 

b) Cancellation by Us – We reserve the right to 
cancel a tour for any reason (such as failure to reach 
minimum tour participant numbers). Except for 
force majeure, we will not cancel a tour less than 60 
days before departure. No further compensation 
will be paid in the event of cancellation by 

Renaissance Tours. A full refund of monies paid for 
tour costs will be the full extent of our liability.

Cancellation and/or amendment fees may apply 
for additional travel arrangements booked by 
Renaissance Tours. 

PASSPORTS, VISAS AND VACCINATIONS
All travellers must be in a possession of a valid 
passport – most countries require a 6-month 
validity from your date of entry or exit. For some 
countries (e.g. China, Vietnam, India, Russia), visas 
are included in the tour cost and will be arranged 
by Renaissance Tours prior to travel. For other 
countries, it is your responsibility to ensure you have 
the appropriate visa(s). 

You are also responsible for obtaining all necessary 
inoculations and preventative medicines as may be 
required for the duration of the tour. 

TOUR PRICES
Prices quoted in our tour information are based 
on exchange rates, cost of services and applicable 
taxes at the time of publication. Prices may be 
subject to change in the event of signifi cant currency 
fl uctuations or the introduction of new taxes, up 
until fi nal payment is received. 

In the event of a price increase, whether because 
of a currency fl uctuation, increase in taxes or a 
correction in advertised prices, we will advise 
you and you have the option of accepting the 
amended prices, inclusions and booking conditions 
or withdrawing from the tour and receiving a full 
refund of all monies paid.

Once fi nal payment is received, all prices will be 
guaranteed and no surcharges will apply.

TRAVEL INSURANCE
It is a condition of travel that you are covered by 
comprehensive travel insurance for international 
tours. Your travel insurance can be arranged by 
Renaissance Tours. 

FITNESS AND PARTICIPATION
Most of our tours require a MODERATE level 
of fitness.

However, in certain destinations (e.g. Silk Road, 
Central Asia, Outback Australia, tropical 
destinations) or in certain seasons (e.g. mid-winter, 

mid-summer) or because of the nature of travel (e.g. 
remote rail), certain tours will require an ABOVE 
AVERAGE or CHALLENGING level of fi tness.

If you (or we) have any doubts about your level 
of fi tness, you may be required to have a doctor’s 
appraisal. This would require your doctor to read 
the itinerary of your chosen tour, including the 
fi tness level, and provide you (and us) with a written 
confi rmation of your ability to participate.

MODERATE
For the overall benefi t of the group, all tour 
members must possess a moderate level of mobility, 
including the ability to:

•  negotiate airports and railway stations without 
wheelchair assistance

•  use combined shower/bath facilities (it is 
impossible to guarantee walk-in shower facilities)

•  undertake walking tour of 1–2 hours duration, 
including using stairs, walking over cobblestones 
and other uneven surfaces

•  stand for long periods in museums and 
other sites

•  embark / disembark coaches, trains and other 
methods of transportation without assistance

•  handle your own luggage

ABOVE AVERAGE
In addition to the above, tour members must also 
be able to:

• undertake walking tours of 2–3 hours

• climb staircases of 100 or more steps

CHALLENGING
In addition to the above, tour members must also 
be able to:

•  handle extremes of temperature (e.g. below 0 
or above 35 degrees)

•  handle extremes of altitudes (e.g. 4000 metres 
and above).

You can fi nd the full terms & conditions on the 
Renaissance Tours booking form. 
They can also be found at 
www.renaissancetours.com.au/booking-conditions 
or we would be happy to post you a copy on request.

The statue of St. Stephen and the Fisherman’s Bastion Bode Museum, Berlin



TRAVEL WITH FRIENDS IN 2015

Brochure eff ective 24 October 2014

Your travel agent is

 1300 727 095 (AU)

0800 403 621 (NZ)

call (+61 2) 9299 5801

fax (+61 2) 9299 5805

email info@renaissancetours.com.au

visit www.renaissancetours.com.au

Level 4, 47 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000

GPO Box 5068, Sydney NSW 2001

ABN 14 069 591 448

The Chain Bridge with the Royal Palace on the background, Budapest 
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